The judgment was delivered in private, but the Judge hereby gives leave for it to be published.

The judgment in this matter is being distributed on a strict understanding that in any report no person other
than the attorneys (and any other person identified by name in the judgment itself) may be identified by
name or location and in particular the anonymity of the child and the adult members of their-family must be
strictly preserved. :

IN THE GRAND COURT OF THE CAYMAN ISLANDS

- FAMILY DIVISION
CAUSE No, FAM 236 of2019 ,

| INTHE MATTE_R OF AC (MINOR)
. Appearances':': itk 'Ai)plicanf AC, in person e
' : Respondent LC, in person
Respondents CF and DW in person via Vldeo-hnk
Ms. Sharrel Jackson (Welfare Officer) supported by Ms. Claire
Allen Crown Counsel
Beforee ~ Hon. Justice Richard Williams
CHeard: 23 October2019

Reasons circulated: 24 October 2019

HEADNOTE

Child - Interim residence order - Ward of Court - Whether Court can make order on own volition
- E/j‘ect of child being made a ward of Court ~

- WRITTEN REASONS
1. This matter _eomes before me this morning for a mention heaﬁng in my capacity

as the Judge responsible for case managmg the Family Di\(ision of the Grand

- Court.
Applications
2. The applications before the Court concern a 15 year old fem_iclle," AC, born on 4

May 2004 (hereafter referred to as “the c¢hild”). The gapplicétions‘, were

- commenced by two Form C1’s filed by the Applicant (“AM’}) in the Slimmary
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4,

ourt, Wthh yere transferre vato the Grand Court on- 25 Septem‘ber 20'19'upon k Sy

rder of Magrstrate Foldats The ﬁrst apphcatron Was ﬁled on '

; seekmg a resrdence order a parental responsrbrhty order and unspecrﬁed specrﬂc :

issue orders Leave was granted to AM by the Summal’y Court on 1 Aprll 2019 to'*ﬁ g

| make these apphcatrons The second appheatron was ﬁled on 26 August 2019 .

5 seekmc a Sohedule 1 ﬁnan01a1 order agamst LC

At the close of the heanno I mformed the partres of my decrsron to make a ﬁlrther' ‘

L Interlm Resrdence Order in relatron 0 the chrld in favour of AM and to make the o
chﬂd a Ward of Court These are the bnef VVntten Reasons for my decrsron Whrch o
“ I mdrcated WOlﬂd be provrded to the partzes shortty after the hearing. |
The Background
The backoround of this case is hrchly unusnal and one rnrght say nreoular and can

- :  be gleaned ﬁom the helpful Welfare Reports ﬁled by Mrs Sharrel Jackson dated

- B 24 September 2019 and 8 Auoust 2019 The chlld’s blrth certrﬁcate Wroncly ,‘

: records KHC (Who is AM’S sister) and LC as bemg the chlld S parents In fact, '

nerther are her brologrcal parents ThJs only beearne known to the Department of

5 Chﬂdren and Famﬂy Servrces (“DCF S”) When LC dlvulged it to the Welfare

; B Ofﬁcer durmg the rnrtral mtervrew W‘lth th LC stated that the arrangement had
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chﬂd n therr name pnor to her 1orrth

| not been an adoptron but only that arrangements had been made to regrster the |
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5. KHC had two children, S and DH prior to marryrng LCin 2002 They hved Wlth

KHCand LC dunng thelr marnage

6. DW the brologmal father of the chﬂd is KHC’s cousin. The chlld’s mother CF .
. had a number of Chﬂdren and was ﬁnancraﬂy constramed LC stated to the
'WeIfare Officer that due to those crrcumstances they decrded to take the child

from Jamaica and to raise her as their own. The child was brought to the -Cayman'

slands when she was only three bmonrhs’vold by KW, who was éKI‘IC"S cousin.

"Sadly, KHC passed away on 5 April 2016 succumbmg to loncr-standmg health
issues. There appeared to be problems with LC s relatronshrp with S, which
caused S to move away from his home and from the chrld. LC rernarried a year
after KHC’s death, but rather bi'zarrelsf chose not to adVise the three children

~about this.

8. : In January 2019 AM took the chlld into her home after she Was contacted by the
Royal Cayman IsIands Pohce Service foﬂowmo a repor’t of a physrcal 1n01dent
between LC and the child on 7 January 2019. A referral had been made to the

- MuItl-Agency Safeguardmcr Hub (MASH) on 8 January 2019. The MASH Socral,
Workerhad recommended -counseng for LC and the child to eXpIore' the issues
~ between them. It appears that LC at the time indicated that he would not be in at

' posrtlon to engage in counselhng, owing to his work hours At the tnne he said
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i _' 'that he Was not adverse to the chﬂd returmng home and msrsted that she needed to

. follow the rules The chrld mdrcated that she. drd not feel safe hvmg Wlth LC so i

AM sard that she was erhncr to prov1de care for her. -

AM ‘i‘nitially thoughtthat thlswould be a temporary ':arrangehient, .but .the chﬂd |

onsistently said that she didnot u}an; 10 go back home ané'jéhégnronnedAM

_ Aabout the natdre.of her ,reldtiohship Wlth LC It appesred thdt affer her moth‘er’s
passing, at LC’s blddmo the ehrld became responsrble for preparmg her ownr

- meals and for c}eamng the house There has been no drrect contact between the

child and LC since J anuary 2019, ahhouoh he did send her a WhatsApp message 2

on 19 March 2019 to Whrch she drd not respond posrtrvely

10, The WelfareOﬁice‘r _rcports that the chﬂd told her that, for sorhe time after KHC" s
death she had been s-truvghncf in that household She stated that smce she had

: been hvmc w1th AM, she felt comfortable and a part of a famﬂy The chrid sard

: ‘thar althouvh LC had not been physrcal Wrth her before he Would regulaﬂy
L i quarrel with her and say that he Would “z‘hump her down Wthh she sald made :
: her fearful She sard that as he Would become very aggressrve and throw thmcs in

’_ the house she Wouid pnmarﬂv stay in her bedroom The chﬂd told the Wclfa:re
;;Ofﬁcer that LC Was not supportrve of her relatronshrp with her srster S Who he -

: referred to as bemg er whore and that he spoke necratrvely about AM
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11.

12,

13.
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The child shared with the Welfare Officer that she became aware at the age of 12

that LC and KHC Were not her brologlcal parents She said that she has spoken

g as she drd not want to be subJected to hrs a‘rtrtude and anger. The vchild said that

she did not wish to communicate with LC. o

The child’s brother DH who is aged 26 remarns hvmg Wrth LC He told the

| Welfare Ofﬁcer that he was Very reheved that the child was not lrvmg in LC’s

house as he knew she was not. comfortable there He said that he was aware that
she was sometimes seared because of LCs aggressrve behavrour and his te_ndency

to blame her for thrngs He stated that LC was a very good father ﬁgure for him,

but had changed a lot He sard that LC ] wrfe was “nice’ and was nzce” to the

chrld

- The joint investigation involving MASH concluded that it Was in the child’s best
 interest to remain with AM The case was then closed by MASH on the ba51s that

the child was in a stable setting and there were no further Chlld protectron

concerns. Tt 1s not clear upon what lecral foundation the placement with AM

: beyond the initial three days was made, as LC, (who Was believed to have

~ parental responsibility at that time) told the Court that he had told the Social
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i Worker at MASH that he d1d not agree to 1t The Welfare Ofﬁcer states that the

B : ‘decmon had been made on the followmg grounds ‘

-( ) there Was a physmal altercanon between the chﬂd and LC

-  (11) LC dlsplayed aogTe851ve atutudes and behawours and

(111) the child had e'(pressed concerns regardmg the safety Wthst in hlS care

14  In the Welfare ‘Reproi.'t,‘when dealing with the hkeiy effect on thechxld of any

¥ ghange in her circuﬁi’stances th‘e‘Welfare,Of'ﬁcer Statéd that"

N y T here is naz‘hmg fo Szzogeszf z‘hm‘ fhere wzll be a poszz‘zve oufcome ]usz‘ by

and there is aZso the rzsk of acz‘mg out behavzours

‘ vzrz‘ue of reverz‘mo ta the old armngemenfs Ttis percezved z‘haz‘ shozzld (the
hild) have fo move back to her faz‘her 5! home without Szgmf cant famzly

mtervenrzon z‘hzs may resulz‘ some reszsz‘ance potentzally ccmszng Zmuma

When further conszdermc What is termed as the Welfare Checkhst found ats. 3(3)

Chlldren Law (2012 Rev151on) ( ‘the Law”) the Welfare Ofﬁcer added

: “T hzs chzld has been e*cposed fo psycholoazcal harm

szmg in an

zmcoopemrzve Sfamily envzronmem‘ feelzno zsolczted and not have a close

bond with the przmary careozver aﬁer her mo!her dzed v

The Welfa:re Ofﬁcer fu:cther stated that

(LC) seems 0 mean weZZ bur he may need to make Same

ad]ztszfmem‘s in

order fo meet the needs of hzs daugkter at thzs z‘zme T his may be przmarzly
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centred  on age approprmfe - parenting, communication, mutual

undersiandzng and respect Vol

16. LC’s neW Wife AC, shows s some msxght mto the dlfﬁcultles LC had When coping
"WIth the care of the chﬂd after KHC s passmo AC tOId the Welfare Officer that

she misses the chﬂd as she beheved they had a good reiahonshlp AC sazd that she

Would also be wﬂhng to go to counselhng to assist them to better relate to each

other.

17. In the coneludmg part of her ﬁrst report the Welfare Ofﬁcer stated

E T?zere is'a major need for intervention in this famzly It is zmporz‘ant Jforall

parz‘zes to recognise how the d ﬁ'erences have made it dzﬁ‘ cult for (the
child). There needs to be resroraz‘zon in the overall fczmlly unit, and
especially between (the chzla? and LC. The overall resz‘oratzve goals may
ot be met in the near future unhl zssues relating to the esrare are settled
or the adzzlz‘(s) decide to take a mature approach z‘owards Safeouardmo
(the chzld) 1t is imperative that z‘he adulz‘s recognise that z‘he best scenario
Jor (the child) is one in which you can live in whzchever household can
Jreely Share appropriate relations with aZZ her family members without any

pressure or need to choose.”

 She concluded that:

“The immediate Jocus should be on family interventions with a view of

restoring relationships.”
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& - 1 8. é;if In her ﬁrst report the Welfare Ofﬁcer recommended that a reerdenoe order should . |

. be made to AM That is still her posrtron today The Welfare Ofﬁcer. el
‘recommended famﬂy therap} between LC and the chrld She stated that the level Gomng
of contact between LC and the chrld should be determrned by the success of 5

ce Centre regardrncr

famrly therapy and LC should enoace Wrth the F amrly Resour

support sessions on parentma teenacrers

19.  Thave explored 'e‘ounsellinc and/or therapeuti.e input with the partres today It is

unclear Whether LC is actually W}HIDU to engace m any form of meamnoﬁﬂ

| counsellmv At one stage durrna the hearmc he sard that he Wa‘si At another staoe
said he was not able to attend counselhng because he was too bttsv at work, At
ahother stage of the hearrno he Sard that he Wented to have ’nothmo to do Vﬂth thrs ‘
chr_‘rd ﬁnancrallv or at all, and he WOlﬂd be grvmg up all responsrbrhty in relatron,
o to the chrld as the chrld was hvmcr Wrth AM AM stated that she Would be Wﬂhng h
. 1 to be mvoh/ ed 111 counselhno AM also sard that she was wﬂhno to promote
e '?oommuhlcatron between the ehrld and her broloorcal parents in I amarca and wrth

L 'her brologreal aunts Who resrde in the Cayman ISIaHdS

200 The second Welfare Ofﬁcer S Report contams detaﬂs about the brolocrrcal parents

f They said that KHC had reached out to them and offered to assrst wrth the ehrld
- When the mother Was pregnant They were strugghnv ﬁnaneraﬂy at the trme and

i already had four other children and asa consequenee Were open to the assrstance :
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They told the Welfare Officer that KHC advised them how to reg1ster the child so

. 'that she could live with them in the Cayman Islands They sard that they thoucrht it
rwould not be for the Whole of her chlldhood but for Just about 3 to 4 years and
.that the Chlld Would visit them at least once per year in Jamalca They told the o

Welfare Oﬂicer that, Whenever they tned to commumcate Wll:h KHC and LC -

' -they were met with hostility. They mdlcated and conﬁrmed to0 the Court today,

at they are content for the chrld to live wrth AM. However they sard that they _
oulcl wish to have a relationship with the child, Whieh cbuld' commence by
regular telephone contact. They said that they Would Welcome her visiting them in " '

Jamarca durmg her school breaks The Welfare Ofﬁcer ooncluded that she

i beheved that their interest in the ehlld was genume and that they had been
' reasonable 1in their assessment of the srtuatlon in that they do not Want to uproot
: th_e child at this point in her life, T have to say, I share the same 'VieW about them,
~ having ‘had the opporfunity to hear them when they’ attended thrs hearing by video

link

Court Hearinos

21.

1 91’024j In the Maiter of AC Minor - Written Réasons' ‘

‘ On 8 May 2019 the Summary Court made an Interim Re31dence Order to AM
: and requested a Welfare Ofﬁcer S Report The Court also ordered that the chrld’
| passport and bu'th certrﬁcate be surrendered by LC to the Court by the 17 May

.20 19. The matter was then ad}ourned for a mention hearing onv.2.5 June 2019.
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S 22 The ‘Welfare Ofﬁcer s Report had not been prepared due to late notrﬁcatron tol fi'

. "',DCF S of the request for the same The Learned Magrs ate -:7ave a drrectron that ; | o

- the Regrstr} was 0 request an mvestrgatron by the Customs & Border ControT g

: (“CBC”) recars:hr:v:Y the chlld’s status as the Socral Worker had advrsed h}m at. the , i

earmg that the brrth certrﬁcate ﬁled at the Court contamed rn sstaternents of the .
ﬁd s mother and father s names The names appearrng on? the certrﬁcate were

: not t.hose of the broloorcal parents

23 On 13 August 2019 the Learned Magrstrate contmued the Interun Resrdence :

Order and drrected that the partres should attend counse}hnc It is evrdent that the i
partres have regrettably not attended counseﬂmc or shown arry genuine 1nterest in
the same srnce that date. The Magrstrate aoam drrected the R :‘orstry to request an :
mvestrgatron by the CBC. The DCFS were drrected to request the I amarca

: ‘Chrldren Protectron arrd Farnrly Servrces Agency to provrde a report recardmo the

: chrld s broloorcal parents The matter was adjourned to a further rnentron hearmg _

on 25 September 2019.

‘- 24 'At the hearmg on 25 September 2019 the Interrm Resrdence Order was further

: - contrnued The Court ordered that the case be transferred to the Grand Court for a

1 mentron hearrrn7 on today s date because 1t felt that 1t may be arr approprrate_ case' ‘

s forthechﬁdtomade aWardofCourt:":}*:i &
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25.

26.

Discussion and Conclusions

Interim Residence

- chased up.

The Magistrate directed that the purported b1olog1cal mother (CF) and the
pmported biological father (DW) be added as pames to the proceedmgs and that,
all of the Court documents should be prov1ded to them W1th1n seven days

Regrettably, the documents have not been prov1ded to them. l have been told by’

the Reolstry Officer who attended this heanng that they Wlll be sent forthw1th by

A‘ -the Registry using an email address that is on the Court ﬁle{. A c0py of today’s

Order as well as a copy of these. Written Reasons should also he sent.

At the hearing on 25 September 2019 the Registry was a'geinfzasked to ‘chase up’

- the request for an investigation by the CBC. Regretta’bly,i'nc update or any
~ information about that investigation has been placed before the Court today. The

- Registry Officer who attended today’s hearing agreed that thaj__: i d now be

27.
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; It"is evident that, at this time, no party is seeking to vary the ‘In'terivm Residence
~ Order made in favour of AM The Welfare Ofﬁcer recommends that the Interim

‘ Order remains in place. It is unclear whether LC would oppose a final residence

order being made in these‘proceedlngs. Although they have not reached a final
decmon it does’ not appear that the b1olog1cal parents would challenge the

makmcy of a ﬁnal residence order. They nohtly need time to tlnnl( about that.
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28 It 1s clear that the Learned \/Iaorrstrate felt that 1t Was in the best mterest of the

. i chﬂd for th to make an Intenm Re51dence Order mAprﬂ

'ifelfare Ofﬁcer s Report dated 8 August 2019 I am satrs

fﬁcer has therem correcﬂy addressed the factors the C

2019 Whlch hehas

e*(tended I have oonsrdered the Welfare Checkhst addressed at pages 15 to 17 m

fied that the‘ -Welfare"_

ourt’ must take mto,

o account and I am satlsﬁed that there isno chance of mrcumstanoes.

29. Aocordmgly I make an Intenm Re51dence Order in relatlon to the chrld in favour

of AM However havmg recard to the delay prm01pa1 set out

at s 3(2) of the Law

the proceedmg should now concentrate on What ﬁnal S. 10 orders should be made,

espe01a11y before the chﬂd’s 16th blrthday

' S_chedu}e 1 tChihﬁl’ren Law Application

30. There 1s Great uncertamty about Whether the Court has junschetlon to make a

‘ﬁnancral order under Schedule 1 of the Law in the crroumstances 111 ThlS case Due v

] ,‘to the 1rregu1ar blrth certlﬁcate there may be an 1ssue as

to Whether LC falls

- under the deﬁmﬁon of a parent I have stronoly recommended to AM that 1f she '.

- Wishes to pursue her apphcatron for a ﬁnancral order she should apply for Leoal_ '

_. Ard/seek leOaI admce due to the unusual background and the Jurrsdlctrona} rssues v;'

: 'that have arisen. I do not feel that I am m a posmon at thls mentlon heanng to

o lﬁ make any orders for fmanmal assmtance pursua:at to Schedule ] of the Law

191 024*7 In the Matter of AC Minor - 'erizf_z‘eﬁ Reqsons i
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Wardship

31. .

32.

191 02{ In the Matter of AC Minor - Written Reasons

ThlS ‘15-year-old chﬂd has been settled i in the Cayman Islands since the age of '

three months Thls is her home. She has had no meanmcrﬁﬂ relatlonshlp with her f:

"blologlcal farmly in Iameuca I am conscious that ﬂms has been and remams a

traumatlc and unsettled penod for her She is setﬂed at school and 1t would not be ‘

m her best interest to be uprooted There 1s a concern about her Immigration status '

ﬂowmg from her 1rrregurlarr birth certificate and the fact that_ there may be no

“ pérsoﬁ in the ju_risdiction, save for AM pursuant to the :Int:élitn Residence Order,
Y who has parental respOnsibﬂi‘ty for’ her. On the '-infOrmafion before me it is

- inarguable that it Would be in her best interest for her to remam in the Cayman

Islands as this would enable her to attend her school remam in the company of

her fmends and be cared for by AM.

 The Court may decide, of its own volition and without the issde of an Originating

Summons to Ward a child. Thls is clear from the cases of O’Dare v South

: Glamoraan Court Council (1982) FIR 1, W Nottm ghamshire County

Cozmczl (1982) FLR 33 and R v Narz‘h Yorkshzre County Cotmczl ex parte M (no
3) [1989] 2FLR 82.1 accept that such an approach 1s not the norm and must be

reoarded as being an exceptlon The Court needs to exerc1se 1ts parental

: Junsdlctlon and at least for the short term, ensure that ultlmate responsibility for

the Chlld rests with the Court. In all the c1rcumstances of ﬂ’llS case including the

uncertamty at this stage as to the child’s 1mmlgrat10n posmon 1 am of the view
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that the Court should e*{erc1se 1ts mherent junsdwtlon and make the Chlld a Waxd i

= of Court As Imake an order on. my own Vohtmn Imake 1t ulear that the pames s

to the Wardsirnp proceedmgs are AM LC DW and CF. The Welfare Ofﬁcer is, of |
course nota party to the proceedmcrs but is appomted to mvestlgaff;‘and: report toi S

the Court

(98]
(U]

I take thls approach being conscmus that foHowmv the 1mplementat10n of the

Law, there has been a substantlal curtallment of the powers ,:of the Grand Coutt -

under 1ts mherent Junsdlctlon in areas prevmusly dealt Wlth 1n Wards]:up I have

recald to the case of Re T (A mmor) (Wardshq; Representatwn) [1994} Fam 4

at 59 n Whlch Waite J stated:

T?ze courts undoubted dzscrez‘zon to allow w ardsth proceedmgs to go

‘ forward ina suztable case is sub]ecz‘ to their clear duty, m loyaliy to the

scheme and purpose of the C’hzldren Acz‘ Zegzslafzoa 10 permzz‘ recourse fo -

‘wardsth only when it becomes apparenz‘ fo z‘he judge m cmy pczrtzcular :

case z‘haz‘ the quesz‘zon whzch z‘he court is derermmma z reoard to the
: mmar s upbrmgmg or properzfy cannoz‘ be resolved under the statutory '

, procedures in Pan‘ ) of the Aar in a way z‘kat seczzres the best zm‘eresz‘s of

| the chzld or where z‘he minor’s person is in a state of ]eopardy ﬁom whzch
he cczn only be proz‘ected by owmg hzm the Smms of a ward of courz‘ or

where fhe court ’s fzmcz‘zorzs need to be seczzred ﬁom z‘he eﬁ‘ects poz‘enz‘za]ly

‘ mjzmous 2‘0 the child, of external znﬁuonces (zntruszve publzczty for '

' 'example) cmd zt is deczded that con]%rrzng on the chzld Ike smz‘us of ward:

af court szl prove a more e]jfeczzve dez‘efrenf in the ordmary sancz‘zons of

i3

e com‘empt of court whzch already protect all famzly proceedmg&._} SR

191 024 In fhe M’atzfe‘? ofAC Minor - Written Reasén;s‘:: l i
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34.

35.

durmc her minority. The ‘matter wﬂl return to Court on 30 J anuary 20

a.m.

The parties must now be aware that the Court becomes the guardian for the 'chﬂd

and is responsrble for maklng all dec1srons Whlch serlousiy affcct the chrld’s hfe

and welfare. However thrs is mtended to supplement the Interlm Re51dence Order

’that I also make today and not substrtwte it. Therefore the day to day decrsrons_

about the chﬂd’s care remam Wrth AM Who now has parental responsﬂ)rhty'

pursuant to the Interlm Resrdence Order in her favour No 1mportant step must be
i taken in the child’s hfe_, Wrthout seeking leave of the Court. Once a chﬂd is made

i a Ward of Court, the ultlmate responsrblhty for the child rests Wrth the Grand

Court The Court is responsrble for makrng all the dccrsrons which serrously '

| affect the child’s life and Welfare For the avordance of doubt the removal of a'

. ’Ward of Court from the Cayman Islands bv anvbodv, mcludrng the Authorrtres

:; W1thout the Ieave of the Court is prohrbrted and Would be seen to be a breach of
_' the custody rrghts of the Court. Any such removal Would be reoarded asa breach

-~ of the custody rlghts of the Court

The' wardship will be kept under review especiaHy after confnnation 1s ‘receiﬁved

: from the CBC about the child’s status and abrhty to remain in the Cayman Islands

? Re R (Minors) (Wardship: Jurzsdzctwn) (1981) FLR 416 at 419E - paragraphs [1057] -[1059] Hershman
& and McFarlane, Children Law and Practice.

191 0?4 In the Matter of AC Minor - Written Reasons
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: Dir"é'eﬁons .

documents to the brologlcal parents

37, I repeat the d1rect1on to the Remstry concermnc the makmo of a request for an

lnvestlgatron by the CBC recardmo the ehrld’s status due to the 1rre0ular bn'th 5

ertrﬁcate The Recrstry should actrvely momtor and chase up the request 1f no

eamngful reply is obtamed from the CBC Tl:LIS mformatlon Wlll be reqmred to

nable the Court to be put ina posrtron to make ﬁnal orders

‘ 38;‘ _The Welfare Ofﬁcer should ﬁle an update report by or on 13 January 7090 lt'

' vshould mclude detarls of any assrstance that has been afforded to the chlld and to
 the family, mcludmc in relatlon to counsellmg The recommendatlons should

. molude recommendatrons ‘relatmo to ﬁnal orders and es to how the chﬂd’

relatronslnp W1th her b1olocrlcal parents can be developed

0 bServatiohs- . : _ v ,
, 39 | 1 lt is lmportant that the future of tlns chlld 1f it cannot be aoreed 1is approached in
| an mformed manner by the Court and that due process is followed The Wardshrp

. erl prov1de at th1s tlme the structured framework for such careful consrderatlon

o to take place and enable all mterested partles to make representatlons :

191024 In the Matter of AC Minor - Writen Reasons
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40.  In this jurisdiction, we do not have an Official Solicitor. Al?hough these are not
specified proceedings, I may WeH eonsider at the next hearmg whether it is
appropn‘ate .to :appoint a Guardian 'ad litem to rerpresentr.the .ehiId"'s:ihteres'ts ehd
see if spe01al d15pensat10n can be made to fund that appomtment “along W1th an
attomey If I am unable to secure such fundmg, 1 may have: to.‘ ‘,cons&der makmg

the child a.party to the proceedings and permitting her to t?herl instruct a Guardian

ad litem and attorney.

41. 1 respectﬁllly suggest that the parﬂes reﬂect on the fact that they may all have an
| 1mportant role to play in stabzhsmc and thereafter developm0 the child’s life.
KHC Would no doubt have been greaﬂy saddened to see Whe;t’ has emerged after
her pa’ssi‘ng,i at a time when the child is at her most vulneréhle and m need of
consistent familial support. The last thmg the child heeds is to become embroiled

in the uncertainty that emerges from this type of family breakhowh, especially so

soon after losing KHC.

oooooooo

The Honourable Mr Justice Rlchard Williams
JUDGE OF THE GRAND COURT
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